23 

What is claimed is: 

1. A split personal computer system for selectively 
processing video portions, input/output 
portions, computational portions and storage 
portions of V> ers onal computer tasks, comprising: 
a remote portion adapted to selectively perform 
the computational portions and the storage 
portions of the personal computer tasks; 
a local portion ^dapted to selectively perform 
the video portions and the input /output 
portions of me personal computer tasks, 
the local poruion comprising: 
a display unit uocated remotely from the 
remote poruion of the split personal 
computer system; 
an accessory unit\i n communication with the 

display unit;\ 
an input unit in communication with the 

accessory unit Vo input data signals 
into the accessory unit; 
communication means for interfacing the 

accessory unit with the remote portion of 
the split personal computer system for 
permitting data signals ^received by the 
accessory unit from the iViput unit to be 
transmittable from the accessory unit to 
the remote portion of the. suplit personal 
computer system, the data signals being 
processable by the remote portion of the 
split personal computer system to generate 
output signals, the output signals 
including video signals and beina 
transmittable from the remote portion of 
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the split personal computer system to the 
fe^ / accessory unit A and transmittable from the 
accessory unit tb the display unit. 




2. A system as flefined in claim 1, wherein the 
accessory unit of the local portion of the split 
personal computer qystem is disposed in a portable 
housing. 

3. A system as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
accessory unit of thfc local portion of the split 
personal computer system comprises: 

C2 a local computer^ 

k i an interface in qommunication with the local 

R = computer; ar 

j a signal separator interface means in 

communication. with the local computer and 
the interf ace\ f or receiving at least two 
types of signsU^*ancS for selectively 
^ transmitting /t\ie yignals to one of the 

local computer Wndf the interface based on 
an identifier included in the signals. 



4 . A system as defined in claim 1 wherein the 

communication means includes: 

a first communication uink means for 

transmitting data\in between the accessory 
unit and the remone portion of the split 
personal computer system; and 
a second communication lYLnk means for 

selectively transmitting video signals from 
the remote portion of the split personal 
computer system to tne accessory unit . 
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5. A system as\defined in claim 4, wherein the 
first communication link means are telephone 
communication links, and the second communication 
link means are television communication links. 

6. A system as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
accessory unit of the\ local portion of the split 
personal computer systiem is included in a cable 
television interface box which is selectively 
connectable to a cable television connection. 

7. A system as defined\in claim 1, wherein the 
remote portion of the split personal computer system 
includes : \ 

a plurality of remote\ computer units; and 
a remote system controller means for networking 
and controlling tn^rehiote computer units, 
the remote syste^cont roller means 
including means %gc ^receiving a remote 
logon command fromVche accessory unit and 
for checking the vavLidity of the remote 
logon command, the remote system controller 
means allowing connection to at least one 
of the remote computer units if the remote 
logon command is valiid and prohibiting 
connection if the particular remote logon 
command is not valid. \ 

8. A system as defined in claim 7, wherein the 
remote system controller is programmed with a billing 
program which counts the time periods in which the 
accessory unit is connected to at least one of the 
remote computer units. \ 
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9. A split personal computer system, for 
selectively executing personal computer tasks 
comprising: . 

a remote portioh of the split . personal computer 
system adapted to perform the computational 
and storage\ portions of the personal 
computer tasks; 
a plurality of local portions disposed remotely 
from the remqte portion of the split 
personal compliter system, each local 
portion of the split personal computer 
system being auapted to solely perform the 
video and inpui/output portions of the 
personal computer tasks and including: 
a television display unit; 
a television accessory unit in 

communication with the television 
display unit\>-^nd 
an input unit in bo^nmunication with the 
television a#$essory unit to input 
data signals ^Lnto the television 
accessory unit}; and 
communication means for interfacing the 

television accessory unit of each of the 
local portions of the split personal 
computer system with\the remote portion of 
the split personal computer system for 
permitting data signals received by the 
television accessory units from the 
respective input units \to be transmittable 
from the television accessory units to the 
remote portion of the split personal 
computer system, the data signals being 
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procesaable by the remote portion of the 
split personal computer system to generate 
output. Signals, the output signals 
including video signals and being 
transmittable from the remote portion of 
the split nersonal computer system to 
respective television accessory units, and 
transmittable from the television accessory 
units to respective television display 
units as telewsion signals. 
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10. A system as defined in claim 9, wherein at least 
one television accessory unit of the local portions 
of the split personal computer system is disposed in 
a portable housing. 

11. A system as defined iri 4^&fim 9, wherein the 
television accessory units ofA the local portion of 
the split personal computer system comprise 

a local computer; 

a television interface in\communication with the 
local computer; and 

a signal separator interface means in 

communication with the\ local computer and 
the television interface for receiving at 
least two types of television signals and 
for selectively transmitting the television 
signals to one of the loaal computer and 
the television interface based on an 
identifier included in the\ television 
signals . 
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12 . A system as defined in claim 9 wherein the 
communication means includes: 

a first conmunicat ion link means for 



accessory units and the remote portion of 
the split personal computer system; and 
a second communication link means for 

selectiveiW transmitting video signals from 
the remote Yport ion of the split personal 
computer system to the television accessory 
units. \ 

13. A system as defined in claim 12, wherein the 
first communication linkXmeans are telephone 
communication links, and the second communication 
link means are television ^communication links. 

14. A system as defined invclaim 9, wherein the 
television accessory unitsf of^he local portion of 
the split personal computersystem are cable 
television interface boxes which are selectively 
connectable to respective cablW television 
connections. \ 

15. A system as defined in claim 9, wherein the 
remote portion of the split personal computer system 
includes: \ 

a plurality of remote computer units; and 

a remote system controller me&ns for networking 



transmitting data in between the television 



and controlling the remote computer units, 
the remote system controller means 
including means for receiving a remote 
logon command from the television accessory 
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unit and for checking the validity of the 
remote Yogon command, the remote system 
controller means allowing connection to at .... 
least one of the. remote computer units if 
the remote logon command is valid and 
prohibiting connection if the particular 
remote logon command is not valid. 
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16. A system as defined in claim 15, wherein the 
remote system controller is programmed with a billing 
program which counts the time periods in which the 
television accessory units are connected to 
respective remote computer units. 

17. A method for utilizipg a personal computer, 
comprising the steps of: 1 

inputting respect ivi^Tdaba signals into a 

plurality of /television accessory units; 

outputting, by theMTeJevision accessory units, 
the respective daca signals to a remote 
portion of the split personal computer 
system, the remote\ portion of the split 
personal computer system being disposed 
remotely from the television accessory 
units; \ 

receiving, by the remote portion of the split 
personal computer system, the respective 
data signals; \ 

processing, by the remote portion of the split 
personal computer system, the respective 
data signals with at least one application 
program to generate output signals; 
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output t ing, \by the remote portion of the split 
persona^ computer system, the output 
signals uo the respective television 
accessory Vinits ; 

receiving, by tne television accessory units, 
the output signal produced by the remote 
portion of tnte split personal computer 
system from th^ data signals input to that 
respective television accessory unit; 

output ting, by each telejwrs^on accessory unit, 

the respective outzpuy signals received from 
the remote portion V^E the split personal 
computer system to afc television display 
unit as television sxonals; 

receiving, by each television display unit, the 
television signals outmit by the respective 
television accessory units; and 

outputting, by each television display unit, the 
television signals in a format perceivable 
by at least one individual located near the 
television display unit. \ 
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